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Production Notes
A Garden in the Sky

[Kung Zhung Hua Yuan]
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A Digital film by Hung Hung

35mm, color, 71 mins 

Dolby SRD

Taiwan, 2001
A production of Les Moutons Sans Souci Films
Contact: Gobi Chang

E-mail: gobichang@yahoo.com.tw
Festival Credits / A Garden in the Sky
25th  MOSCOW INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (2003)

The 2th Purely 16 Independent Film Festival (2001, Taiwan)

  * Opening Film
Taipei Golden Horse Film Festival (2001, Taiwan)

  * Digital Odyssey Section
Taipei Film Festival (2002,Taiwan)

  * Best Art Direction
Synopsis / A Garden in the Sky 
     Everything begins with clothes. From the cradle to the grave. From every private corner to theatres of the public sphere. Yet not everything is clothes. In this film we follow a motley group of quirky characters as they follow the life and death of clothes from the factory floor to the many mis-en-scène of their distribution and consumption, from the department store to the night market and the post-consumer afterlife of the metropolitan recycling bin. We see them tap-dancing in parking lots, parading down the underpasses of the fashion world. 

     Just like Fellini perceives his beloved city in his film ROMA in a very personal way, Hung Hung also makes this film about Taipei where he lives as a both fairly realistic and surrealistic city. In a pastiche of the cinematic genres ranging from the documentary to the musical, this poetic and experimental feature provides us glimpses, both humorous and sad, into the ineffable interior life of people in search of themselves; of shoes that dream of flying. 

Director's Statement / A Garden in the Sky

     "Now, more than ever, fashion is far less concerned with the practical function of providing the human body with covering and protection than with the psychological function of shaping human character and providing consumers with that comforting sense of keeping pace with the latest trends. But fashion also plays an important role in helping consumers assert their identity and secure social acceptance.

     "This film is both a testament and a tribute to individuals--professionals and consumers--whose lives are deeply touched by the fashion industry and its trends and trendy values."

-- Hung Hung

Credit List / A Garden in the Sky
Cast:

KiKi/the girl crying at the Métro

JUAN Uen-ping/the girl eating ice dessert

Vicky CHIANG/the tap dancing teacher

LEE Jiunn-jye/the underwear collector

HUANG Hsin-hsin/the girl telling the story of a shoe sole

CHEN Pi-chu/the Doraemon fan

HSU Kuei-ying/the sister

HO Hao-chieh/the brother

TSAI Shao-mei/the died bride

Fa/the bridegroom

YU Ming-chu/the girl looking for shoes 

Yu-jen Ike HUANG/the boy breathing with a shoe

CHANG Hsiao-hung/ the fashion critic
CHIANG Wen-chi/ the fashion designer 

Producer: Hung Hung 

Executive producer: Christine HUANG

Writer: Hung Hung with the collaboration of the cast
Director: Hung Hung

Assistant Director: CHEN Jo-fei
Associate Producer: CHEN Hsing-i

Line Producer: HSU Yen-i
Cinematographer: Wayne LIN/Charles SU
Editor: WU Mi-sen

Editing Consultant: CHEN Po-wen
Art Director: TANG Shu-fen 

Costume designer: Orange-kiki

Special fashions: CHIANG Wen-chi (WENTSE)

Sound director: TU Duu-chih 

Music composer: LIU Chi-ling 

Choreographer: Vicky CHIANG

About the Filmmaker Hung Hung
Hung Hung is the pen-name of Yen Hung-ya, a well-known talent in literature, performing arts and cinema in Taiwan. Born in 1964 in Taiwan, he is a graduate of the National Institute of Arts, Theatre Department, and has, at one time or another, been an award-winning poet.  He is the author of five volumes of poetry, short fiction, intimate essays and theatre criticism, chief editor of Performing Arts Review and The Modernist Poetry (the leading publications in their respective fields in Taiwan), artistic and stage director of Stalker Theatre Group, which he founded in 1994.  Before he started his own film career in 1998, he served one time as the co-writer of Edward Yang's masterpiece A Brighter Summer Day (1991). In addition, He is also the director of more than a dozen plays, a couple of operas, two documentaries and three films. His first film, The Love of Three Oranges (1998), a 16 m/m film produced on a shoe-string budget, was an invitée to the Venice International Film Festival in 1999 and won the Prix FIPRESCI at the Chicago Film Festival and the Prix Jacques Demy (Best Director) at the Festival of the 3 Continents the same year. The Human Comedy, his first full-length 35 m/m film, which has won the Prix du Public at the Festival of the 3 Continents in 2001 as well as the Golden Dagger Award (Best Film) in the 2nd Muscat Film Festival, is his second cinematic venture. His 3rd film A Garden in the Sky, was a digital film full of visual excitements and fantastic imagination. In a pastiche of the cinematic genres ranging from the documentary to the musical, this poetic and experimental feature provides us glimpses, both humorous and sad, into the ineffable interior life of people obsessed with fashions. It was the opening film of the 2nd Purely 16 Independent Film Festival and the Best Art Direction Prize winner in Taipei Film Festival 2002. It was also an invitée to Moscow International Film Festival in 2003. He is now preparing his next film The Wall-Passer (Le Passe-Muraille), a fantastic musical with reference to the same title of Marcel Ayme's famous short story. It is scheduled to be completed by March of 2007 and more joint-venture investors are expected in the meantime.

Hung Hung's Works 
Film (as writer & director)

1998  The Love of Three Oranges
2001  The Human Comedy 

2001  A Garden in the Sky 

2003  Poetry in Motion  (video)
2003  Bohemians in Taipei: The Life of Theatre (video, documentary)

2004  The Journal of an Elementary School Student Teacher (video, documentary)

Theatre (as stage director)

1987  Shakespeares’ Hamlet
1990  Hung Hung’s Confucius Confusion
1994  Aeschylus’ The Oresteia
1995  Ionèsco’s La Leçon
1995  Kleist’s Prinz von Homburg
1996  Pasolini’s Calderòn
1998  Kleist’s Das Käthchen von Heilbronn
1998  Donizetti’s opera, L’Elisir d’Amore

1999  H. Müller’s Quartet

1999  Hsu Chang-huei’s opera, Cheng Cheng-kung (Story of Koxinga)
2000 A Garden in the Sky, featuring Chiang Wen-tse’s fashion designs

2000 Exiles, adapted from Chi-deng-sheng’s short novel of the
     same title 

2000  Bolero 2, a short dance theatre production

2001  Sophia in Wonderland, Ballet

2001  Angels in the Street, tap-dance

2002  Susan Sontag's Alice in Bed
2002  Werner Schwab’s ÜBERGEWICHT, unwichtig:UNFORM---Ein

  europäisches Abendmahl

2003  Harold Pinter’s Celebration & Caryl Churchill’s Far away
2003 Subway: Dancing in the Light, 
adapted from Jimmy’s picturebook Sound of Colors
2003  Berlioz’s opera, La Damnation de Faust
2004  Caryl Churchill’s A Number
2005  Verdi’s opera, La Traviata (in September)
Literature
1990  Music in the Dark (poetry)

1995  The Walking House and the Edible Boat (intimate essays)

1996  Remembering the Last Time I Travelled Travelling (poetry)

1996  A Novel-Writing Fish (short stories)

2001  Things that Concern Me Not (poetry)

Leading Actors / A Garden in the Sky
LEE Jiunn-jye
The leading actor of Hung Hung's The Love of Three Oranges and  HSIAO Ya-chuan's Mirror Image. One of the most promising young stars in Taiwan.

Vicky CHIANG
An outstanding actress in the theatre of Taiwan. Also an amateur 

tap dance teacher. One of Hung Hung's favorite actresses in his 

theatre creations. One of the leading actresses in his previous 

film The Human Comedy
JUAN Uen-ping
One of the stars in the theatre of Taiwan and is most popular among the independent films in Taiwan.

KiKi
A costume designer in the theatre of Taiwan, with potential as an 

actress.

HUANG Hsin-hsin
A popular singer in Taiwan. with potential as an actress. 

TSAI Shao-mei/HSU Kuei-ying/ CHEN Pi-chu/YU Ming-chu
Outstanding actresses in the theatre of Taiwan.

Fa/HO Hao-chieh/Yu-jen Ike HUANG
Outstanding actors in the theatre of Taiwan.

Background / A Garden in the Sky
     A Garden in the Sky originated as a fashion musical directed by Hung Hung in the Spring of 2000, featuring fashions by CHIANG Wen-chi and a musical score by LIU Chi-ling. A year and a half later, it moved from the stage to the screen as a documentary exploring the real and phantasmagoric relations between the world of fashion and human life at the dawn of our new millenium. In a bold pastiche of cinematic and digital genres ranging from the documentary to the fantastic, Hung Hung's poetic, experimental feature provides us with humorous and poignant glimpses into the ineffable world of fashion and the "human comedy." 

